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With this issue, | would like to make a brief
tribute to one of our past members who has
been out of touch with our chapter for a
while. Owen Meredith served as an officer
of the Texas Chapter for just under 10 years
beginning in January 2001. During that
time, he served as Secretary/Treasurer and
then as Treasurer. In addition, he wrote
and published the Texas Chapter News for
a good portion of that time until John Graf
assumed those duties. Owen has been
living in a medical facility in Kerrville, Texas
for several years and John Slator takes
regular trips to go see him. The photo to
the right shows that Owen is still in good
spirits and we wish the best for him and his
wonderful wife, Jo.
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Owen Meredith on the right visiting with John
Siator who has made a point to make regular
visits to see Owen. We miss you Owen!

The First Annual Lipan Swap Meet

By Tom Oncken

Since | joined AOMCI and its Texas Chapter
in the late 1980’s, the number of Texas
Chapter meets has dwindled throughout the
years. Our meets in my early days were
spread across the state from mid-Texas
near San Antonio to the Red River north of
the Dallas Metroplex area. Unfortunately,
just as with the overall growth of AOMCI, a
lot of our earlier gatherings were discontin-
ued due to a loss of membership. Most of
our meets are now centered across the
mid-section of our state and meets in the
northern portions of the state have virtually
disappeared.

The Texas Chapter has lost three primary
meets over the years including a wet meet at
Lake Texoma on the Red River at the
Sheppard Air Force Base Annex, a recurring
annual swap meet at George Jacob's out-
board repair shop in Sherman, Texas, and a
wet meet at Cypress Springs Marina located
halfway between Dallas and the Arkansas
border. The deaths of two beloved Texas
Chapter members lead to cancellation of the
first two aforementioned meets. Retired
USAF officer, Frank Jacobs, was our con-
nection with Sheppard Air Force Base An-
nex, and past AOMCI Membership Chair-
man, George Jacobs, was the mainstay of
our repetitive visits to Sherman, Texas year
after year. The Sherman meet and the pass-
ing of George was an extreme loss to our
Texas Chapter. Last, but not least, we lost
Cypress Springs Marina to a thing called
“progress”. The whole area was bulldozed,
condos were built, and our fantastic meet site
was sold. With it, our northern meets have
become past history for many years.

A few years ago, one of our younger newly



acquired members began talking about inviting
us to his home in northern Texas for a swap
meet, but it stalled for a while. With the subse-
quent loss of another wet meet last year at the
Longhorn Resort in Kingsland, Texas, the topic
came up again. With some encouragement from
our Texas Chapter officers, Tony Robinson of
Lipan, Texas volunteered to give it a try early this
year, and The First Annual Lipan Swap Meet
was born. Tony and his wonderful wife, Andrea,
decided to open their homestead to a bunch of
old outboard nuts, and the new swap meet was
scheduled for Saturday, March 10, 2018. Tony
solicited the help of his friend and fellow member,
Ben McCauley of Weatherford, and the two of
them began preparation for our chapter’s return
to north Texas.
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Friday, March 9", was
not originally scheduled
as part of the formal
meet date; however, a
number of our members
: arrived early on Friday at
the encouragement of

% Tony and Ben. My son,
= Mike Oncken, and his
two sons, Tommy and
Charlie, packed up my

. old 1999 Suburban and
= we made the 6 hour trip
to Lipan. The kids slept most of the way in the
back seat while Mike and | fought the traffic asso-
ciated with the annual “Spring Break” session
that was just beginning in the Houston area. In
spite of the crazy drivers on our Texas highways,
the four of us arrived unharmed around 3:00pm
on Friday afternoon.

‘Some of
Tony's
collection §
of antique f
outboard =&
motors.

John Slator of New Ulm had arrived several
hours earlier and had already set up a table to
display a number of NOS props, some used
props, test wheels, prop nuts, and a few other
items only a true Texan could appreciate. Tony
and Rich Reich of Corsicana took us on a tour

There was no end |
to the vintage ‘
objects around
Tony’s shop.
Check out the

truck next to his
outboards.

It definitely felt as if we were in the country.

of our new meet site including Tony’s workshop
and surrounding property. Tony has several
rows of vintage outboard motors hanging in his
workshop as well as a few old vehicles and vari-
ous boats. The area behind his shop even has
a row of antique tractors lined up. A young fel-
low after my own heart, Tony is a hoarder like
many of us.

As the daylight began
fading, Jim Norbeck
and his son, Tyler
Urban-Norbeck, finally
arrived after fighting
traffic from just north of
Houston to Lipan. My
group of four still ,
needed to go check-in |
at our hotel; however,
Tony informed us that
that John Hanson, the =
preaCherlminiSter EIMIE] A hoat tucked away.
nearby Church of
Christ, had invited us all to attend a dinner being
held at John’s personal residence located only a
few blocks away. It was an amazing evening as
ten of our Texas Chapter members enjoyed ex-
cellent Cajun cuisine that John's family and
friends had prepared. The food was really out-
standing! We were welcomed with open arms
to a complimentary meal, and the only thing we
were asked to do was to add “Thibodeaux” to




to the end of our names on our drinking cups so
that we would fit in. Good food and good com-
pany . . .. what else could we ask for?

Well, Tony was not finished yet. He and Ben
invited us to take a quick trip to the nearby town
of Granbury, which is just twenty to thirty minutes
down the highway. They wanted to show us a
Texas Historic Landmark to which they had close

ties. It is the old power plant for the town of
Granbury and is formally called the “Granbury
Light Plant”. It has been well preserved since its
closure in 1954 and contains three giant Fair-
banks-Morse Type Y diesel engines inside. The
A ] @ § Granbury Fly-

. wheelers were

{ responsible for the
L. restoration of the
& equipment within
the plant, and they
8 continue to main-
— tain and operate

~ the machinery to
= this date.

' Imagine our sur-
prise to not only
enter this un-
manned building in
the evening hours,
but to witness all
three of these
massive engines
running. There are
more items in the building than | can describe in
this article, but suffice it to say, there are three
main two-cycle diesel engines inside including a
single cylinder 50hp, a twin cylinder 100hp, and a
three cylinder 180hp. The flywheels alone on
these monsters weigh as much as my old Subur-
ban, if not more. It was an amazing sight that
gave new meaning to “stationary engines”. Keep
in mind that the swap meet had not really started
yet, and we stayed at the plant until after
10:00pm soaking up the history. The day finally

This little fellow is calied Unit
#2. It is only a 50hp single
cylinder diesel engine. It
was an experience watching
Tony fire it up.

came to an end as
we headed to the
hotel so we could
revive before re-
turning to Tony’s
house on Saturday
morning.

Charlie and

Tommy Oncken
tanding in front
f the 180hp

- 1 three cylinder
—=== diesel engine
known as Unit
=** #3 which is the
largest running
; engine in the

Needless to say,
we were a little
sluggish getting up
the next morning,
and after a break-
fast at the nearby
MacDonald’s in
Weatherford (I had to keep the grandsons
happy), we headed back to Lipan and arrived a
little late at about 10:00am. John Slator, Rich
Reich, Jim Norbeck, and Tyler Urban-Norbeck
had spent the night in Tony and Andrea’s per-
sonal travel trailer that Tony stores next to his
workshop. It is my understanding that the night
air was so comforting that Tyler opted to use a
nearby hammock outside rather than endure the
snoring of the other three in the trailer. Another
long-distance member, Greg Ganz of Katy, also
made his appearance on Saturday morning.
John “Meatball” Murray came early to pick up a
1970's Johnson from John Slator and purchased
a 1980’s Mercury Classic 50 from Tony. Meat-
ball's visit was short-lived as he was loaded and
ready to return to his home in Kingsland just as
we drove in.

building.

David Stobaugh
taking a break
after checking
out the antique
outboards dis-
played by Ben
McCauley.

Mike Oncken took Tommy (7) and Charlie (6) to
an area within the shop and set them up with a
couple of old parts motors that Tony had pro-
vided. Loaning them the tool bag from my old
Suburban, Mike instructed the boys to begin dis-
mantling the motors. Mike intentionally had not
allowed the boys to bring their “tablets” with them
on this trip. [For you older members, “tablets”
are not paper notepads, but instead are elec-
tronic devices designed to occupy children and to
waste time.] Mike wanted his boys to focus their



attention on the old boats and motors this week-
end. | recall hearing comments such as “lefty-
loosey” and “righty-tighty” as the boys learned
about screwdrivers and combination wrenches
for the first time. | also recall hearing, “No, you

| cannot have a hammer!” [t was pure joy watch-
ing those two disassem-
ble the two outboard
motors. It reminded me
of years long ago when
Mike disassembled our
home “rotary” telephone.
[For you younger mem-
bers, “rotary” telephones
had a circular rotating
.“ dial that you spun with a
4 finger to dial, as op-
posed to pushing but-
tons.] Mike sure better
watch those two boys

- closely in the upcoming
years. Paybacks are

~ hell, Mike!
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Not knowmg how many Texas Chapter members
would make it to his first-ever swap meet, Tony
wanted to make sure that there would be a num-
ber of people in attendance. So, he decided to
invite the “Granbury Flywheelers” which is the
local group that he and Ben joined that collect
and restore stationary engines. Ronnie Barton of
Crowley, Billy Boone of Mineral Wells, Greg and
Jonah Boyd of Weatherford, M. G. Madden of

| Burleson, M. J. Parker of Granbury, and Allan
Wright of Weatherford made a spectacular effort
to load up some of their heavy functioning sta-
tionary engines and ran them for the majority of
the day on Saturday | have to admit, | had diffi-

- Rated at about y
3hp, this unit is
. referredtoasa |
- “headless”
| Fairbanks-
- Morse engine.

culty determining how these unusual contraptions
can run so steady and so slow for so long. One
of the more massive engines actually tried to get
away as it vibrated the trailer on which it was at-

. tached and caused the trailer to drop off of the

" jack stands that were used to level it. No harm
was done to the engine or trailer and it was reset
in just a few moments.

In addition to his nicely restored bright red
“stationary” engine, Ronnie Barton also brought
his 14’ Lone Star aluminum boat powered by a

‘brought a few old

restored 1957 Johnson %
18hp with electric start.
Ronnie also has spe-
cial machining skills as
was evident by a spe-
cial device that he built
for this outboard. He
created a special shift
handle that attached to
the shift lever on the
side of the motor that
he could operate from
the front by a handle
attached to the front

steering bar. | would e
like to offer my per- Ronme Barton and M. G.

sonal thanks to Ronnie e ERE Rt sl =R 8ol 1 T
and the rest of the boat and outhoard. Note the
Granbury Flywheelers EEEHEER S S [ E

for their participation in
our meet. ltwas just gz
one of the many unex-
pected surprises that |
Tony and Ben had for
us while we attended.

Weldon Eklund made
the short trip from his £
home in Oak Point and §

Johnson square tanks
and a little Mercury-
built Wizard single cyl-
inder. Weldon said
that he went through e :
his collection a few times and would pick out a
motor, but then would decide that he just did not
want to get rid of it and would put it back.
Weldon finally decided to bring a few duplicates
from his collection and was successful in selling
them all. Tony became the new owner of
Weldon's little Wizard while Ben purchased two
Johnson outboards, a model A-25 and A-35.
Greg Boyd of the Granbury Flywheelers took
home a nice 1929 Johnson 7.2hp outboard to
add to his stationary engine collection. [ think |
sense a potentlal new member here guys




Dave Samstag from Bridgeport (see photo
above) brought items for sale including a nice
fold-up Evinrude in its original case. There were
a number of other items available as Dave had a
few tables loaded with all sorts of outboard re-
lated stuff for us to choose from. Before the
meet was over, Mike purchased a tool box from
Dave that was full of screwdrivers and wrenches
for his boys to take home with them. | also saw a
hammer in there, so watch out Mike!

@.
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An excellent barbecue lunch was catered in from
Natty Flat Smokehouse of Lipan, which is near
the home of the World's Largest Cedar Rocking
Chair according to the Guinness Book of World
Records (the surprises this weekend were never
ending). Meal tickets were sold and then Andrea
got the chore of going to pick up the food. Thank
you, Andreal We all know that this is the most
important part of any given meet. The luncheon
consisted of sliced brisket, chopped brisket,
sausage, potato salad, beans, coleslaw, and a
number of condiments. Buns were provided if a
brisket sandwich was desired. Sliced onions and
barbecue sauce were available for sandwich
toppers. Desserts included peach cobbler and
banana pudding. Nobody left hungry from this
meet and if someone did, it was absolutely their
own fault!

Who knew that
Lipan, Texas is
home to the

world’s largest
cedar rocking
e chair?? Surprises
. Were never ending
on this weekend.

Unfortunately, our Texas Chapter President,
Adam Finn, was not able to attend this meet and
he sent his apologies to Tony, Andrea, and Ben.
Adam had just returned from a trip to Argentina
and became very ill when he got back home on
the Wednesday immediately prior fo the meet.
He decided that it was not a good idea for him to
attend for fear of being openly ill or passing
something on to others. | assured Adam not to
worry as our chapter Secretary, Chip Rathbun,
and | were both present to cover for him.

The weather could not have been better at this
event as temperatures were cool at night and
only somewhat warm during the day. There was
no rain to be seen. Blue skies remained over-
head for the entire day of the event. Considering
our strange weather patterns over the past six
months, Tony and Ben lucked out for their first-
ever swap meet.

A number of Tony's personal friends were in
attendance including Eddy Forbes, Larry Mayo,
Mike Morrison, Dirk Roberts, and David Sto-
baugh. Larry surprised everyone as he brought a
very nicely restored 1967 Boston Whaler with its
matching 1967 Johnson V-4 ocutboard. Now that
all of these fellows have been introduced to a
Texas Chapter swap meet, perhaps they will

" Larry Mayo's

 beautiful Boston
Whaler with V-4
Johnson. We

cannot wait to see

this beauty in the
water!



Texas Chapter Officers:

Adam Finn, President
(713) 664-1248 Home

TEXAS ’ ADMEGT

SINCE 1966 (713) 823-4091 Cell
“The Original” Texas Chapter,
Antique Outboard Motor Club, Inc. Tom Oncken, Vice President

David R. Reinhartsen, Founder (281) 487-5305 Home

(713) 819-0713 Cell

[Please leave a message
as all calls are pre-screened]

Texas Chapter News

c/lo Tom Oncken, Editor
1415 Dorsetshire Drive
Pasadena, Texas 77504-3234

(281) 487-5305 Home

(713) 819-0713 Cell
[Please leave a message as all calls are
pre-screened]

Chip Rathbun, Secretary/Treasurer
(469) 549-1879 Home
(972) 999-7586 Cell

Upcoming Events

Lake Houston Wet/Swap Meet — June 9, 2018

The 6th annual summer meet for the Texas Chapter will be held on Saturday, June 9, 2018 from 8:00AM until 5:00PM. This
one-day boating/seli/swap meet is on Lake Houston, a 14,000 acre reservoir and a mere 20 minute drive from downtown
Houston. The meet is held on the southeastern side of the lake at the Indian Shores Community Center. This facility is a
lodge style place resting peacefully on 1.5 acres of beautiful waterfront. Features that provide an excellent site for our meet
include an air conditioned clubhouse (with indoor restrooms); easy slope, double-wide boat ramp; picnic tables; and shady
trees. A long pier and adjacent bulkheads provide for docking, but be sure to bring extra boat bumpers or cushions to pro-
tect your boat. Also, remember to bring your boats, motors, and other stuff that you want to sell and/or swap.

This event has turned into a great relaxing family meet, so feel free to invite guests. For lunch, we’ll be grilling up some
great hot dogs with all the fixin’s for a nominal cost per person. To facilitate a head count for lunch, please contact Adam
Finn by email or phone before the event (include the total # in your party). John Platou is the primary contact for this event
at (832) 473-8928 or email him at john.platou@yahoo.com.

Texas Chapter member and host, John Platou, lives on the lake and will lead us on a boat parade. Like always, make sure
that you have the normal state-required safety gear on your boat along with your registration. Our invited lunch guests
include the City of Houston Lake Patrol officers. Anyone coming from out of town can make reservations for a reasonable
cost at the Best Western Plus, a 15 minute drive from the event at (281) 852-5665. Mention that you are with the Antique
Outboard Motor Club.

Location: Indian Shores Community Center Clubhouse; 20731 Appaloosa Trail; Crosby, TX 77532

Continued from Page 5:

consider joining AOMCI and our Texas Chapter (it is my un- Tony’s trailer, Jim and Tyler left at daybreak on Sunday.
derstanding that Larry has already committed to joining). Itis . . . I
great to have supportive friends when you are hosting ameet ~ VWell, this wraps up my dissertation on The First Annual

for the first time. Thank you gentlemen! Lipan Swap Meet. Tony has assured me that we will do
this again next year. | want to congratulate Tony and Ben
The meet started thinning out a few hours after our lunch as on such an outstanding effort to make this meet the suc-
those who traveied from a distance wanted to leave early cess that it turned out to be. It appears that just under
enough to get home at a decent hour. | was informed that thirty individuals were in attendance at one time or an-

Jim Norbeck and Tyler Urban-Norbeck stayed after the meet other, and we wish to thank them all for their efforts. Not
on Saturday night and volunteered to help Tony clean up and  a bad job for a couple of rookies! It looks like the Texas
return some of his things back to where they belonged. Good  Chapter has returned to north Texas, and we are looking
work Jim and Tyler! After spending an additional night in forward to seeing all of you folks there again next year!




